FAQs

1. What areas does the Fund cover?
Applications will be considered that create sustainable jobs both in Irvine and the wider Ayrshire area. 

2. What types of jobs will it cover?
Applications from all industry/voluntary sectors will be considered.
3. Who can apply for funding?
The fund will support applications from individuals wishing to start businesses, SMEs wishing to expand and from private and voluntary sector organisations which are currently operating or plan to operate in Irvine and the surrounding area.
4. How much funding is available?
Funding will be dependent on the skill and salary level of the created job.  The maximum amount available for any single application is £5,000 per new sustainable job.
5. Will everyone receive £5,000 per new sustainable job?
Funding will be between £1,000 and £5,000 per new sustainable job.
6. Can I make multiple applications?

There are no restrictions on the number of applications an individual can make over the lifetime of the fund.
7. Why do I need to submit a business plan?

A business plan is key to succesfull businesses and helps the panel understand your business model and resource requirements.
8. Can I get help with a business plan?
Yes. There are numerous support organisations in Ayrshire who can help you complete your business plan.
9. How much has GSK invested in this initiative?
GSK has contributed £400,000 to support the creation of sustainable jobs in the Ayrshire.
10. Why has GSK made this contribution?
GSK Irvine is aware of the issues and challenges affecting our local community.  We recognise the impact the closure of the Actives manufacturing facility will have on the local economy and community.  The establishment of this new Fund for Irvine, Ayrshire, and former employees will hopefully mitigate the effect of these job losses.
11. Where can I get an application form?
Application forms are available from the ACCI web site (www.ayrshire-chamber.org).  Alternatively, you can telephone ACCI on 01292 678666 or send and email to Edf@ayrshire-chamber.org
12. What is the application process?
All enquires will be managed by the ACCI.  Completed application forms will be assessed by the funding panel’s bank representatives and a summary recommendation report will be produced.  The funding panel will review and decide on all applications.  All applicants will then receive written feedback from the Fund Management Panel via the ACCI.
13. Can I leave the application form or business plan out of my application?

No. Any applications that do not have theses two documents will not be considered for the next panel meeting. You will receive notification of this.
14. What do you mean by “sustainable” jobs?
A sustainable job is one which would be expected to last a minimum of 24 months.

15. Who will manage the Fund and make the decisions?
The Fund will be managed by the ACCI.  Decisions on applications will be made by a Fund Management Panel which will be lead by ACCI with representatives from GSK, North Ayrshire Economic Development Board, Business Gateway, a Bank representative, and an independent Accountant.

16. What about unsuccessful applications - will they get feedback? Will they be able to reapply?
All applicants will receive written feedback from the Fund Management Panel via the ACCI.  Whilst there will be no appeals process for unsuccessfully applications, revised application forms, addressing the weaknesses identified by the Fund Management Panel, can be resubmitted.

17. How long will the Fund last?
The Fund will open in October 2009 and will operate for two years.
18. How many jobs are you expecting to create?
It is envisaged that at least 70 jobs will be supported by the fund.
19. Can the funding be used for capital/revenue spend?
This fund is not intended for capital/revenue spend.  
20. Does the business need to be VAT registered to be eligible for funding?
Businesses do not need to be VAT registered to apply for funding.
21. What are the timelines – start/finish/application deadlines?

The Fund was formally launched on Friday 2 October 2009 and will operate for a period of two years.  Applications for funding can be submitted at any time.  The Fund Management Panel will consider all applications at a quarterly review meeting.

22. Do I have to be a member of the Chamber of Commerce?

No. Membership of ACCI is not a factor.


23. How and when is funding released?
Actual payments may be phased over a defined period or may be made in a lump sum.  Successful applicants will receive a feedback letter explaining the release of their funding.  


24. What are the criteria?
The decisive factor for applicants is that they must be able to demonstrate that they will create additional and sustainable jobs in the area.  The application form will ask for details of the project including financial information.

25.  What guarantee will the Fund Management Panel expect from successful applicants?
Successful applicants will be required to provide performance updates against agreed job creation targets at 6 months and at 18 months from date of payment.


26. Who is on the funding panel?
The Fund Management Panel which will be lead by ACCI with representatives from GSK, North Ayrshire Economic Development Board, Business Gateway, a Bank representative, and an independent Accountant.

27. Who should I contact for further information?
EDF Administrator at the ACCI telephone 01292 678666


